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EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VALUES IN 

TEACHING ENGLISH TO DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS  

Abstract: In the context of globalization, the process of teaching foreign languages requires 

not only linguistic competence, but also the provision of moral, cultural and spiritual development of 

students. This study aims to explore the educational importance of integrating national and religious 

values in teaching English to different age groups. The main purpose of the study is to determine the 

impact of students on their moral education, cultural awareness and motivation for language learning 

through the use of materials of national-religious content in English classes. In the research process, 

methods of pedagogical observation, survey, educational pilot work and analysis of educational 

materials were used. English lessons included texts, dialogues and communicative assignments 

reflecting national and religious values in accordance with age characteristics 

Keywords: national values, religious values, teaching English, moral education, age groups 
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ОБРАЗОВАТЕЛЬНОЕ ЗНАЧЕНИЕ НАЦИОНАЛЬНО-РЕЛИГИОЗНЫХ 

ЦЕННОСТЕЙ В ОБУЧЕНИИ АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ ПРЕДСТАВИТЕЛЕЙ 

РАЗЛИЧНЫХ ВОЗРАСТНЫХ ГРУПП 

Аннотация: В условиях глобализации процесс обучения иностранным языкам требует 

не только формирования лингвистической компетенции, но и обеспечения нравственного, 

культурного и духовного развития обучающихся. Данное исследование направлено на изучение 

образовательного значения интеграции национальных и религиозных ценностей в 

преподавание английского языка для различных возрастных групп. Основная цель 

исследования заключается в определении влияния использования материалов национально-

религиозного содержания на нравственное воспитание учащихся, формирование их 

культурной осведомлённости и повышение мотивации к изучению языка. В процессе 

исследования были использованы методы педагогического наблюдения, анкетирования, 

учебно-экспериментальной работы, а также анализа учебных материалов. В уроки 

английского языка были включены тексты, диалоги и коммуникативные задания, 

отражающие национальные и религиозные ценности с учётом возрастных особенностей 

обучающихся. 

Ключевые слова: национальные ценности, религиозные ценности, преподавание 

английского языка, нравственное воспитание, возрастные группы. 

 

Introduction 

In today's globalization process, English has become one of the main tools of International 

Communication, Science and education. However, in the process of teaching foreign languages, being 

limited only to the formation of language skills cannot adequately ensure the spiritual and moral 

maturity of an individual. Therefore, ensuring the harmony of education and upbringing in the modern 

educational system, especially teaching, taking into account national and religious values, is 

considered an important pedagogical task. 

In scientific research, it is noted that language cannot exist in isolation from culture, and 

intercultural communication plays an important role in the process of learning each foreign language 

(Byram, 1997). In this context, the integration of national and religious values in teaching English 

develops in students not only language competence, but also moral awareness, tolerance and cultural 

self-awareness. 

In pedagogical literature, the approach to educational education is recognized as the main factor 

in the comprehensive development of personality (Vygotsky, 1978; Harmer, 2015). Especially taking 
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into account the psychological and social characteristics of those educated in different age groups, 

the use of materials of national-religious content increases educational efficiency. 

Internationally, the issue of preserving and developing cultural and spiritual values in the 

educational process has also been defined as one of the important areas. In particular, UNESCO 

documents note that education should serve to form the moral, cultural and social responsibility of 

the individual. In this regard, this study is aimed at scientifically substantiating the educational 

significance of national and religious values in teaching English to different age groups, focusing on 

the issue of strengthening the educational component in modern foreign language education. 

Materials and methods 

This study is aimed at determining the educational significance of national and religious values 

in teaching English to different age groups, in which qualitative (qualitative) and partial quantitative 

(quantitative) research approaches are harmonized. The design of the study was organized on the 

basis of a pedagogical pilot model.  

➢ Preparatory stage: 

• In accordance with the topic of the study, educational materials (texts, stories, dialogues) 

reflecting national and religious values that can be used in teaching English to different age groups 

were selected. 

• Separate lesson developments and curricula were developed for each age group (primary, 

secondary and senior). 

• The teaching materials were adapted taking into account the age, language level and 

psychological characteristics of the students (Harmer, 2015). 

• The survey questions used in the study and the questions prepared for the interview were 

reviewed by experts in the field of pedagogy and Language Teaching (Cohen et al., 2018). 

➢ Main research phase: 

• The study was carried out in the process of real education, that is, during English classes. 

• Through the pedagogical observation method, students ' activity in the lesson, 

communication culture, moral behavior and attitude towards assignments were regularly observed. 

• Texts, dialogues and situational exercises reflecting national and religious values were 

gradually introduced into English lessons. 

• A survey and semi-structured interviews were conducted in order to determine the level of 

students ' motivation for Learning English and acceptance of moral values (Dörnyei, 2007). 

➢ Experimental stage: 

• Interactive techniques, including role-playing games, problem situations, group 

discussions, and reflexive assignments, were used during the pilot work. 

• In each age group, a comparative analysis of the educational effectiveness of classes 

organized on the basis of national and religious values was carried out. 

• Changes observed in readers were evaluated through written notes and a generalized table 

(Byram, 1997). 

➢ Results analysis step: 

• The information obtained was processed and summarized using descriptive and thematic 

analysis methods. 

• The results of the study were analyzed on the basis of pedagogical theories that substantiate 

the relationship between the development of personality and the educational process (Vygotsky, 

1978). 

• In the process of analysis, the importance and effectiveness of a value-based approach in 

education was highlighted. 

Results and discussion  

The results of the study showed that the integration of national and religious values in teaching 

English to different age groups has a significant educational effectiveness. According to information 

obtained during pedagogical observation and experimental work, it is possible to more easily instill 

moral values in young readers, who have mastered moral behavior through fairy tales, stories and 
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simple texts (Harmer, 2015). At the same time, they learned to understand the cultural self and 

communicate respectfully with others. 

Results by initial age group: 

o In the experimental process, it was observed that elementary-aged students were faster to 

master moral concepts through fairy tales, short stories, and simple texts that reflected national and 

religious values in English classes. 

o Positive changes were noted in the formation of moral qualities in students, such as respect, 

honesty, respect for adults. 

o These results confirm that the educational component is important in the educational 

process in young students (Harmer, 2015). 

Results by middle age group: 

o Students in the middle age group have developed ethical decision-making and intercultural 

communication skills through problem situations, role-playing games, and group discussions. 

o According to the survey, it was found that students in this group had a significant increase 

in their interest and activity in the English language. 

o The results show the effectiveness of the intercultural approach (Byram, 1997; Dörnyei, 

2007). 

Results for the adult age group 

o Older students developed moral thinking, Social Responsibility, and cultural awareness 

through essay writing, discussion, and reflexive assignments. 

o Students attempted a comparative analysis of national and religious values in the English 

language expression process, which served the development of critical thinking skills. 

o This case practically confirms the theory of the harmony of education and upbringing 

(Vygotsky, 1978). 

General discussion: 

The results of the study showed that the integration of national and religious values into English 

lessons enriches the pedagogical process and positively affects the personal and social development 

of students. This approach serves to shape cultural identity awareness, tolerance, and moral 

responsibility in students. The results show the need for education to perform not only a linguistic but 

also an educational function, and this situation is consistent with the principles of Education based 

on the values promoted by UNESCO. 

Conclusion  

Integrating national and religious values in teaching English to different age groups increases 

students ' motivation for moral behavior, cultural awareness, and language learning. Elementary-aged 

students develop their moral and cultural competencies through fairy tales and simple texts, middle-

aged through problem situations and role-playing games, and older adults through discussion and 

reflexive assignments. The study showed that this approach enriches the pedagogical process and 

forms personal and social responsibility in students. At the same time, the approach complies with 

the principles of UNESCO and strengthens the educational component in modern language education. 
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