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ONOMASTICS FUNKTIONS

Abstract. The article discusses the functions of onomastics in language. Onomastics,
onomatology is a branch of linguistics that studies proper names, the history of their origin and
transformation as a result of prolonged use in the source language or in connection with borrowing
from other languages of communication. Onomastics explores linguistic and cultural contacts, the
more ancient state of languages and the relationship of their dialects. It also tells about the research
of proper names, which are of great importance for the specific patterns of their transmission and
preservation.

Key words: Onomastics, onomatology, proper names, first name, anthroponymy, moponymy,
cosmonymy.

Annomavus. B cmamve paccmampusaromes yHkyuu oHomacmuku 6 sAzvike. OHomacmuxa,
OHOMAMONO2UsL — MO pa3z0en JTUHSBUCTNUKU, USYYAIOWULL COOCMBEHHbIE UMEHA, UCMOPUIO UX
NPOUCXONHCOCHUS U UBMEHEHUs. 8 pe3YbImame OIUMEeNbHO20 YNOMPeOieHUs 8 A3bIKe-UCMOYHUKE TUOO
8 C6A3U C 3AUMCMBOBAHUAMU U3 OpyeUux s3blko8 obwenus. OHOMACMUKa uccieoyem s3vlkosvle U
KVNIbIMypHble KOHMAKmul, 0ojiee OpesHee COCMOsAHUE A3bIKO8 U 83AUMOCEA3b UX ouanekmos. OHa
makoice oceewaem usyueHue COOCMEEHHbIX UMEH, UMerwux O60Ibuloe 3HAUYeHUe Osi Bbli61eHUs
3aKOHOMepHOCmell UX nepeoayu U COXPaHeHUsl.

Knwuesvte cnosa: onomacmuxa, OHOMAmMoNo2us, COOCMBEHHbIE UMEHA, JUYHOE UMS,
AHMPONOHUMUS, TMONOHUMUS, KOCMOHUMUSL.

Introduction

Onomastics, the study of proper names, their origins, meanings, and uses, represents a
significant interdisciplinary field bridging linguistics, history, sociology, anthropology, and cultural
studies. Names are not merely arbitrary labels but carry profound semantic, social, and psychological
functions that reflect both individual identity and collective cultural consciousness. They serve as
linguistic markers of heritage, geography, ethnicity, social status, and even personal aspirations, thus
playing a pivotal role in human communication and social organization.

The functions of onomastics are manifold and diverse. At the most fundamental level, personal
names function as identifiers, enabling differentiation between individuals in social interactions.
Beyond simple identification, names perform symbolic and expressive roles: they convey cultural
values, historical continuity, and familial or communal affiliations. For instance, in many societies,
given names often encode moral expectations, virtues, or significant historical events, while surnames
may indicate lineage, occupation, or place of origin. This dual function illustrates how names operate
simultaneously at both personal and social levels, intertwining linguistic structures with socio-cultural
meanings.

Toponymy, the study of place names, further exemplifies the functional richness of onomastics.
Place names preserve historical memory, commemorate events, reflect ecological and geographical
characteristics, and indicate patterns of human settlement. They are not static; they evolve with
linguistic shifts, political changes, and cultural transformations, offering insights into the dynamic
interplay between language, history, and geography. Similarly, anthroponymy—the study of human
names—reveals patterns of migration, cultural assimilation, and identity formation, making
onomastic research crucial for understanding broader social processes.

Onomastics also intersects with cognitive and psychological functions. Names shape
perception, memory, and social cognition, influencing how individuals are recognized, remembered,
and categorized within communities. The semantic content of names can affect attitudes and
expectations, as studies in psycholinguistics have demonstrated that certain names evoke specific
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stereotypes or emotional responses. In literary and artistic contexts, proper names serve narrative and
symbolic purposes, enriching texts with cultural resonance and interpretive depth.

In the contemporary globalized world, onomastics assumes additional significance. The study
of names provides insights into issues of multiculturalism, identity negotiation, and linguistic
diversity. Cross-cultural analysis of naming conventions highlights both universal patterns and unique
cultural variations, emphasizing the complex relationship between language, society, and self-
perception. In addition, digital databases and computational methods have expanded the capacity for
onomastic research, enabling large-scale analysis of naming patterns and sociolinguistic trends across
time and space.

In conclusion, the study of onomastics and its functions extends far beyond the simple
cataloging of names. It encompasses identification, social signaling, cultural transmission, historical
documentation, and cognitive influence, demonstrating that names are central to human
communication, social organization, and cultural expression. Understanding the functions of names
provides a window into the intricate relationship between language, identity, and society, offering
both theoretical insights and practical applications in fields ranging from linguistics and history to
sociology, psychology, and digital humanities.

Along with common names, there are proper names in any language. Onomastics, onomatology
(from other Greek: dvopootikn, onomastics - the art of naming, from dvopa, onoma - name, title and
Aéyo, lego - choose, speak, communicate) is a branch of linguistics that studies proper names, the
history of their origin and transformation as a result of prolonged use in the source language or in
connection with with borrowing from other languages of communication.

Onomastic research helps to identify migration routes and places of former settlement of
various peoples, linguistic and cultural contacts, the more ancient state of languages and the ratio of
their dialects. The study of proper names is of great importance due to the specific patterns of their
transmission and preservation. Due to its social function - to serve as a simple individualizing
indication of a certain subject - a proper name can retain its basic significance even though its
etymological meaning is completely obscured, that is, when it is completely impossible to associate
it with any other words of the same language (cf., for example, such river names in Russian as the
Scythian Don, Finno-Ugric "Moscow", "Volga", etc.).

Hence the enormous stability of proper names, which persist not only with revolutionary shifts
in the history of a particular language, but even with the complete change of the language of one
system to another. This makes it possible, by etymological explanation of certain names, to establish
the nature of the language in which the corresponding name was first created.

Thus, onomastics provides the most valuable material for history, establishing settlement sites
and migration routes of often disappeared peoples, characterizing local myths, giving ideas about the
type of settlements, about social and family relations. The analysis of geographical names of the
southern part of the East European Plain leads to a positive solution to the issue of the Scythian
contribution to the Russian language. The analysis of the names of Russian cities along the Great
Waterway (such as "Vyshny Volochek") allows us to establish the features of river transport of the
corresponding era, etc. Toponymy (especially hydronymics) is often the only source of information
about extinct languages and peoples.

In a narrower sense, onomastics are proper names of various types that are the object of study
in the following areas of onomastics: Anthroponymy is a branch of onomastics that studies people's
proper names (Peter Nikolaevich Amekhin, Ivan Kalita, Igor Kio, Rurik). Toponymy is a branch of
onomastics that studies the proper names of geographical objects (Ukraine, the Black Sea, Novgorod,
Nevsky Prospekt, the Lovat River, Lake Baikal, Kulikovo Field).

Cosmonymy is a branch of onomastics that studies the names of zones of outer space -
constellations, galaxies, both accepted in science and popular (Milky Way, Pleiades, Andromeda
Galaxy). The term "cosmonym" is often used as a synonym for "astronym". Astronomy is a branch
of onomastics that studies the names of space objects or individual celestial bodies, such as the Sun,
Moon, Jupiter, Zaryanka, Halley's comet, the minor planet (asteroid) Vesta, the dwarf planet Ceres,
the stars Toliman or Sirius. Zoonymics is a branch of onomastics that studies the proper names of
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animals (Sharik, Murka, Kvadrat, Zvezdochka, Donguz). Hrematonymics is a branch of onomastics
that studies the proper names of objects of material culture (diamond "Orlov", sword Durandal,
cannon "Gamayun").

Theonymy is a branch of onomastics that studies the proper names of gods and deities of any
pantheon (Stribog, Zeus). Karabonymics is a branch of onomastics that studies the proper names of
ships, vessels and boats (Aurora, Varyag, Borodino, Memory of Mercury, etc.). The term was
proposed by Aleksushin in contrast to the previously proposed terms of science and caronymy.
Ergonymics is a branch of onomastics that studies the names of business associations of people. For
example, emporonyms are store names, firmonyms are company names. This category also includes
the names of hairdressers, bars, cafes, billiard clubs, charitable organizations, etc. Pragmatonymics is
a branch of onomastics that studies the names of goods and other results of people's practical
activities. For example, perfumonyms are the names of perfumes and fragrances ("Chanel", "J'adore",
"Lauren"), and choconyms are the names of chocolate products ("Kara-Kum", "Metelitsa",
"Swallow").
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“ACADEMIC SPECTRUM”
ACADEMIC ILMIY METODIK JURNALI UCHUN MAQOLALARNI
SPECTRUM RASMIYLASHTIRISH TALABLARI
——— “ACADEMIC SPECTRUM” ilmiy jurnali mualliflari diqqatiga!
— 1. “ACADEMIC SPECTRUM” ilmiy jurnali ilmiy magqolalarni
o’zbek, rus va ingliz tillarida chop etadi.

2. E’lon qgilinadigan maqolalarga bo’lgan asosiy talablar:

4 ishning dolzarbligi va ilmiy yangiligi;

+  maqolaning hajmi: adabiyotlar ro’yxati, chizma va jadvallar
inobatga olingan holatda 3-8 betgacha;

+  maqola nomi, annotatsiya (50-60 ta s0’z) va tayanch so’zlar (8-
10 ta) ingliz, o’zbek va rus tillarida keltiriladi.

3. Maqola boshida mavzu, muallifning F.I.O. (to’liq yozilishi kerak), mualliflar bir nechta

bo’lsa, ularning har biri hagida to’liq ma’lumotlar berilishi shart, tashkilot, shahar, mamlakat,
muallifning e-maili ko’rsatiladi. Matnda kirish qismi, tadqiqot obyekti va qo’llanilgan metodlar,
olingan natijalar va ularning tahlili, xulosa, adabiyotlar ro’yxati, albatta, keltiriladi. Maqolada keyingi
10-15 yilda e’lon qgilingan adabiyotlarga havola qilinishi tavsiya etiladi.

4. Matn uchun: Microsoft Word; Times New Roman, 12 shrift, maqola nomi bosh harflarda,
interval 1,0; abzas 1,0 sm, yuqori va pastki tomon 2 sm, chap va o’ng tomon 2 sm.

5. Agar maqolaga rasm, jadval, diagramma, sxema, chizma, turli grafik belgilar kiritilgan
bo’lsa, ular aniq va ravshan tasvirlanishi, qisqartmalarning to’liq izohi yozilishi lozim. Formulalar
matnga maxsus kompyuter dasturlarida kiritilishi kerak.

6. Iqtibos olingan yoki foydalanilgan adabiyot satr osti izohi tarzida emas, balki maqola oxirida
asosiy matndagi ketma-ketligi asosida umumiy ro’yxatda ko’rsatiladi. Matn ichidagi ko’chirmadan
so’ng iqtibos olingan asarning ro’yxatdagi tartib ragami va sahifasi kvadrat qavs ichida beriladi. Bu
o’rinda kitob, to’plam, monografiyalar uchun mualliflarning ism-familiyalari, manbaning to’liq
nomi, nashr ko’rsatkichi (shahar, nashriyot va nashr yili) ko’rsatiladi. Jurnal maqolalari va boshga
davriy nashrlar uchun mualliflarning ism-familiyalari, maqola nomi, jurnal nomi, yili va soni, sahifa
nomeri ko’rsatiladi.

7. Magola matni kamida 70-80 % muallifning shaxsiy izlanishlari natijasiga asoslanishi lozim.
Topshirilgan maqolalar “Antiplagiat” tizimi yordamida tekshiriladi.

8. Tahririyatga taqdim qilingan maqolalar tahririyat tomonidan taqrizga beriladi. Maqola
taqrizdan qaytgach, agar zarur bo’lsa, barcha savol va e’tirozlar bo’yicha muallifga qayta ishlash
uchun taqdim etiladi. Magola nusxalari qaytarilmaydi.

9. Tahririyat maqolani taqrizga yuboradi, taqriz ijobiy bo’lsa maqola jurnalda chop etish uchun
qabul qilinadi. Jurnalda anjuman tezislari va ma’ruzalari chop etilmaydi. E’lon qilingan
materiallarning haqqoniyligiga va ko’chirilmaganligiga shaxsan muallif javobgardir.

10. Tahririyat maqolaga ayrim kichik o’zgartirishlarni kiritishi mumkin. Yuqoridagi talablarga
javob bermaydigan magqolalar tahririyat tomonidan ko’rib chiqilmaydi va muallifga qaytarilmaydi.

11. [jobiy taqriz berilgan magqola tahririyat tomonidan qabul gilingan sanaladi. Jurnal tahririyati
maqola matnini qisqartirish va unga tahririy o’zgartirishlar kiritishga haqlidir.

12. Yuqoridagi talablarga javob bermaydigan maqolalar tahririyat tomonidan qabul qilinmaydi
va ko’rib chiqilmaydi.

www. fanistigbollari.uz 264 2-Son 2026-yil




TR “ACADEMIC SPECTRIUM? ilmiy-metodik jurnal

Jurnal O‘zbekiston Respublikasi Buxoro viloyat Axborot va Ommaviy
komunikatsiyalar boshqarmasi tomonidan 2025-yil 26-dekabrdagi Ne1273056 sonli
guvohnoma bilan ro‘vxatea olingan.

Tahririyat manzili: 200117, O‘zbekiston Respublikasi,
Buxoro shahri Alpomish ko‘chasi, 9-uy
Elektron manzil: https://fanistigbollari.uz
Telegram ragami: -998 (91) 245-46-66

“ACADEMIC SPECTRUM?” ilmiy-metodik jurnal.
Buxoro
2026. No 2-Son.

www. fanistigbollari.uz 265 2-Son 2026-yil



